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Aaron Olko, AIA, is a Los Angeles architect, urbanist, and architectural theorist. He is the 
Managing Principal of tlrs architecture in Hermosa Beach, California and Detroit, 
Michigan, which he founded in 2021. His work focuses on the intersection between 
architecture and urbanism, where sustainable, biophilic design meets modern and post-
modern design principles. Spanning large urban areas and small lots alike, Aaron’s work 
has instigated significant urban renewal throughout Southwest Detroit and led to the 
acquisition and eventual restoration of the Michigan Central Station (named one of Arch 
Record’s top global projects of 2024) as well as the vision for the Los Angeles Union 
Station passenger concourse expansion and North Arts District Masterplan.  

He holds architectural licenses in California and Michigan and is a graduate of the Master 
of Architecture II program at The Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc), 
The Evolving City Design Workshop at the Shanghai University of Engineering Science, 
and the Bachelor of Science in Architecture program Lawrence Technological University. 

His inspiration comes from nature and environmental context, while exploring the 
foundations of modern design. His vision deviates from the post-apocalyptic world of 
popular science fiction to one of a greener, healthier, biophilic future.  
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